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Your Ultimate Guide to Studying 
Abroad: Unlock Global 
Opportunities and Achieve Your 
Dreams!  

 

Dreaming of attending your dream university but worried about the cost? Let Finpro turn your 
aspirations into achievements! We’re here to ensure that finances don’t stand between you and 
your academic goals. With our free consultation services, we’ll guide you every step of the way, 
helping you find the perfect education loan from top banks. Say goodbye to financial stress and 
hello to endless possibilities—because your future deserves nothing but the best! 

Career after Masters   
 

Here’s an overview of career opportunities in STEM fields for master’s degree graduates in the 
USA, Canada, EU, Australia, and New Zealand: 

USA 
 

Top STEM Fields: 

• Artificial Intelligence & Data Science 

• Cybersecurity & Software Development 

• Biotechnology & Biomedical Engineering 

• Renewable Energy & Environmental Science 

• Aerospace & Robotics 

Job Opportunities: 

• Major tech companies like Google, Microsoft, and Tesla. 

• Research roles in institutions like NASA and NIH. 

• Demand for STEM professionals in startups, academia, and government projects. 

Visa Options: 
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• F-1 OPT (Optional Practical Training) allows STEM graduates to work for up to 3 years 
post-graduation. 

• H-1B visa sponsorship is common for STEM professionals. 

Average Salaries: 

• STEM professionals typically earn between $80,000–$120,000/year, depending on the 
role and location. 

 

Canada 
 

Top STEM Fields: 

• Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning 

• Healthcare Technologies 

• Clean Technology & Environmental Engineering 

• Telecommunications & Networking 

• Engineering (Civil, Mechanical, Electrical) 

Job Opportunities: 

• Thriving AI hubs in Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver. 

• Growth in renewable energy and sustainable development sectors. 

• High demand for engineers and IT professionals in public and private sectors. 

Visa Options: 

• Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) allows graduates to work for up to 3 years. 

• Pathways to permanent residency through programs like Express Entry. 

Average Salaries: 

• STEM roles typically earn between CAD 70,000–$110,000/year. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Top STEM Fields: 

• Green Energy & Environmental Science 



3 
 

• Pharmaceutical & Biotechnology 

• Mechanical & Automotive Engineering 

• Artificial Intelligence & Robotics 

• Data Analytics & Cybersecurity 

Job Opportunities: 

• Research and innovation roles in countries like Germany, France, and Sweden. 

• Tech hubs like Berlin and Amsterdam offer jobs in AI and IT. 

• Growing demand for engineers in manufacturing and infrastructure. 

Visa Options: 

• EU Blue Card for highly skilled professionals. 

• Many countries offer job-seeker visas or graduate retention schemes. 

Average Salaries: 

• STEM professionals earn between €45,000–€80,000/year, varying by country. 

 

Australia 
 

Top STEM Fields: 

• Data Science & Software Engineering 

• Renewable Energy & Environmental Engineering 

• Biotechnology & Life Sciences 

• Mining & Civil Engineering 

• Space Technology 

Job Opportunities: 

• Major tech hubs in Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane. 

• High demand for engineers in infrastructure and mining industries. 

• Focus on sustainability and renewable energy projects. 

Visa Options: 

• Temporary Graduate Visa (subclass 485) for up to 4 years. 
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• Pathways to permanent residency through the Skilled Migration Program. 

Average Salaries: 

• STEM roles typically earn between AUD 80,000–120,000/year. 

 

New Zealand 
 

Top STEM Fields: 

• AgriTech & Food Technology 

• Environmental Science & Sustainability 

• Software Development & IT 

• Renewable Energy & Engineering 

• Biotechnology & Health Sciences 

Job Opportunities: 

• High demand for professionals in sustainable agriculture and renewable energy. 

• Growing tech industry in cities like Auckland and Wellington. 

• Research opportunities in healthcare and environmental science. 

Visa Options: 

• Post-Study Work Visa for up to 3 years. 

• Pathways to permanent residency through the Skilled Migrant Category. 

Average Salaries: 

• STEM professionals earn between NZD 70,000–100,000/year. 

 

Pro Tip: 
U.S. employers highly value internships and practical experience during your master’s program. 
Utilize university career services, participate in co-op programs, and build a strong professional 
network to maximize your chances of landing a top job post-graduation. 

Explore programs that offer opportunities to study or intern in multiple countries, like Erasmus 
Mundus in Europe. Global exposure increases employability. 

Tailor your studies toward high-demand specializations like renewable energy, data analytics, 
or biotechnology. These fields are experiencing exponential growth worldwide. 
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Global Trends for STEM Graduates 

• Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics are universally in high demand. 

• Green Technology and Sustainability are emerging as critical fields. 

• STEM professionals with international experience and research credentials are highly 
sought after in academia and industry. 
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Selecting the right program and country  
 

Choosing the right master’s program in STEM and country depends on your specific interests, 
career goals, and future aspirations. Below is a breakdown of some top STEM fields and the 
countries that excel in them: 

 

Data Science & Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Data Science 

• Master’s in Artificial Intelligence 

• Master’s in Machine Learning 

Top Countries: 

• USA: Universities like Stanford University, MIT, and UC Berkeley offer cutting-edge AI 
and Data Science programs. 

• UK: Imperial College London and University College London (UCL) have strong AI 
programs. 

• Canada: University of Toronto and McGill University are leaders in AI research and 
applications. 

• Germany: Technical University of Munich (TUM) offers excellent AI programs with a 
strong tech industry presence. 

• Australia: University of Melbourne and University of Sydney provide specialized data 
science and AI courses. 

 

 

Cybersecurity 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Cybersecurity 

• Master’s in Information Security 

Top Countries: 
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• USA: Carnegie Mellon University and University of California, Berkeley have top-tier 
cybersecurity programs. 

• UK: University of Oxford and University of Edinburgh have reputable information 
security courses. 

• Australia: University of New South Wales (UNSW) and Monash University offer great 
programs in cybersecurity. 

• Canada: University of Waterloo and University of British Columbia (UBC) are 
recognized for their strong cybersecurity curricula. 

 

Biotechnology & Biomedical Engineering 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Biotechnology 

• Master’s in Biomedical Engineering 

• Master’s in Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Top Countries: 

• USA: Johns Hopkins University and Stanford University are known for their innovative 
research in biomedical engineering and biotechnology. 

• Switzerland: ETH Zurich is a global leader in biotechnology and life sciences. 

• Germany: University of Heidelberg and Technical University of Munich (TUM) have 
strong programs in biomedical engineering. 

• Australia: University of Queensland and Australian National University (ANU) offer 
top biotechnology and biomedical programs. 

• Singapore: National University of Singapore (NUS) has excellent offerings in 
biomedical sciences and biotechnology. 

 

Renewable Energy & Environmental Engineering 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Renewable Energy 

• Master’s in Environmental Engineering 
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• Master’s in Sustainability and Climate Change 

Top Countries: 

• Germany: Known for its commitment to renewable energy, Technical University of 
Berlin and RWTH Aachen University offer specialized programs. 

• Norway: Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) is renowned for 
sustainability and environmental engineering programs. 

• Australia: University of Melbourne and University of New South Wales (UNSW) have 
excellent programs in renewable energy and environmental engineering. 

• USA: Stanford University and University of California, Berkeley are leaders in clean 
energy and environmental sustainability. 

• Denmark: Aalborg University offers an innovative focus on sustainable energy 
systems. 

 

Robotics & Aerospace Engineering 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Robotics 

• Master’s in Aerospace Engineering 

Top Countries: 

• USA: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech), and University of Michigan offer world-class programs in 
robotics and aerospace. 

• Germany: Technische Universität München (TUM) is a leader in aerospace and 
robotics engineering. 

• Switzerland: ETH Zurich is renowned for cutting-edge robotics research. 

• Canada: University of Toronto and McGill University have top aerospace engineering 
programs. 

• Australia: University of Sydney and University of Melbourne offer robust aerospace 
engineering and robotics programs. 
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Civil & Mechanical Engineering 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Civil Engineering 

• Master’s in Mechanical Engineering 

Top Countries: 

• USA: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Stanford University, and Georgia 
Institute of Technology are known for engineering excellence. 

• UK: Imperial College London and University of Cambridge offer world-class 
mechanical and civil engineering programs. 

• Germany: Technical University of Munich (TUM) and RWTH Aachen University are 
highly regarded for engineering. 

• Australia: University of Melbourne and University of New South Wales (UNSW) have 
strong civil and mechanical engineering departments. 

• Canada: University of British Columbia (UBC) and University of Waterloo are top 
choices for engineering students. 

 

Computer Science & Software Engineering 
 

Best Programs: 

• Master’s in Computer Science 

• Master’s in Software Engineering 

Top Countries: 

• USA: Stanford University, MIT, and Carnegie Mellon University are pioneers in 
computer science and software engineering. 

• UK: University of Oxford and University of Cambridge have highly regarded computer 
science programs. 

• Canada: University of Toronto and University of British Columbia (UBC) are leaders 
in the tech field. 

• Australia: University of Melbourne and University of Sydney offer strong computer 
science programs. 
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• Singapore: National University of Singapore (NUS) is known for its top-ranked 
computer science courses. 

 

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Program and Country: 

• Field of Interest: Some countries are more specialized in certain fields (e.g., Germany 
for automotive engineering or the USA for AI). 

• Language: Many STEM programs in the USA, UK, Australia, and Canada are offered in 
English, but some EU countries may require proficiency in their local languages (e.g., 
German, French, or Dutch). 

• Work Opportunities: Look at post-study work visa options, especially in countries like 
Canada, the USA, and Australia, which offer post-graduation work permits. 

• Cost of Living and Tuition: Programs in the USA and the UK are often more expensive 
compared to some EU countries and Australia. Consider scholarships, grants, and cost 
of living before making your decision. 

• Reputation and Network: Choose universities with strong industry ties, excellent 
faculty, and a good alumni network in your desired field. 

 

This should provide a solid foundation for selecting the right STEM program and country. 
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The Application Process 
 

The application process for Master’s in STEM programs can vary slightly by country, but the 
basic structure is similar across the USA, Canada, EU, Australia, and New Zealand. Below is 
an outline of the general process for each region: 

 

United States 
 

Application Process: 

• Research Universities: Start by researching schools and programs that fit your 
interests (e.g., AI, biotechnology, engineering). 

• Standardized Tests: 

o GRE (Graduate Record Examination): Required by some universities, especially 
in fields like engineering, computer science, and physics. 

o TOEFL/IELTS: For non-native English speakers to prove language proficiency. 

• Prepare Documents: 

o Transcripts (from all previous academic institutions). 

o Letters of Recommendation (typically 2-3). 

o Statement of Purpose (SOP) outlining why you're interested in the program and 
your career goals. 

o CV/Resume highlighting relevant work, research, and academic experience. 

o Portfolio (for some fields like architecture, design, and engineering). 

• Submit Application: Applications are usually done through university portals or a 
centralized service like Common App or ApplyWeb. 

• Interviews: Some competitive programs may require interviews or additional 
assessments. 

• Deadlines: 

o Fall intake (September): Typically between December–February. 

o Spring intake (January): Deadlines are usually September–October. 
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Canada 
 

Application Process: 

• Research Universities: Identify universities offering STEM programs that align with your 
interests (e.g., University of Toronto, University of British Columbia). 

• Standardized Tests: 

o Some programs may require the GRE for specific disciplines like engineering or 
computer science. 

o TOEFL/IELTS (for non-native English speakers). 

• Prepare Documents: 

o Academic Transcripts and Certificates. 

o Statement of Purpose (SOP) or Personal Statement. 

o Letters of Recommendation (usually 2-3). 

o CV/Resume highlighting academic achievements and any relevant work or 
research experience. 

o Some programs may require a portfolio (if applicable). 

• Submit Application: Applications are typically done online through the university's 
application portal. 

• Deadlines: 

o Fall intake: Usually between December–March for September entry. 

o Winter intake: Some universities offer this for January programs with deadlines 
around September. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Application Process: 

• Research Universities: EU countries have both English-taught programs and 
programs in their native languages. Start with universities in Germany, Sweden, France, 
the Netherlands, etc. 

• Standardized Tests: 
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o Some programs may require GRE (especially for engineering, sciences, and 
technology). 

o TOEFL/IELTS (proof of English proficiency). 

• Prepare Documents: 

o Academic Transcripts. 

o Motivation Letter (equivalent to a Statement of Purpose). 

o Letters of Recommendation (usually 2-3). 

o CV/Resume with relevant experiences. 

o Some universities may ask for a research proposal (for specific programs, 
especially in research-heavy fields). 

• Submit Application: 

o Erasmus Mundus programs can be applied through a centralized portal. 

o Some universities also use UniAssist (Germany), Studielink (Netherlands), or 
Apply for Studies (Sweden). 

• Deadlines: 

o Most EU universities have late winter/early spring deadlines for the Fall intake 
(September). 

o Deadlines typically fall between January–April. 

 

Australia 
 

Application Process: 

• Research Universities: Explore universities like the University of Melbourne, 
Australian National University (ANU), and University of Sydney that offer strong STEM 
programs. 

• Standardized Tests: 

o Some programs may require GRE scores, though it’s not common for all 
programs. 

o TOEFL/IELTS (for non-native English speakers). 

• Prepare Documents: 
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o Academic Transcripts. 

o Statement of Purpose (SOP) explaining your interest in the program and future 
plans. 

o Letters of Recommendation (usually 2-3). 

o CV/Resume. 

• Submit Application: 

o Applications are submitted via the university’s online portal. Some universities 
may use centralized services like UAC (University Admissions Centre) for 
undergraduate applications but handle graduate admissions separately. 

• Deadlines: 

o For Semester 1 intake (February/March): Applications typically close by 
October–November. 

o For Semester 2 intake (July): Applications typically close by April–May. 

 

New Zealand 
 

Application Process: 

• Research Universities: Consider universities like University of Auckland, University 
of Otago, and Victoria University of Wellington for your STEM studies. 

• Standardized Tests: 

o GRE may be required for specific fields (e.g., engineering or computer science). 

o TOEFL/IELTS for non-native English speakers. 

• Prepare Documents: 

o Academic Transcripts. 

o Statement of Purpose (SOP) explaining your background, why you want to 
study in New Zealand, and your career goals. 

o Letters of Recommendation (typically 2-3). 

o CV/Resume. 

• Submit Application: 

o Most applications are made directly through the university’s online portal. 
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• Deadlines: 

o Semester 1 (March): Deadlines typically fall between October–November. 

o Semester 2 (July): Deadlines typically fall between April–May. 

 

Common Steps for All Countries: 
1. Prepare for English Language Proficiency Tests (if required). 

2. Standardized Testing (GRE, TOEFL/IELTS): Make sure to take the tests well in advance 
to meet deadlines. 

3. Prepare and Polish Your Documents: Ensure all required documents are complete 
and high-quality. 

4. Research Financial Aid: Look into scholarships, assistantships, or loans. 

5. Submit the Application: Complete applications through the university’s portal, 
following each university’s specific guidelines. 

6. Attend Interviews (if applicable): Some programs require interviews or a personal 
statement review. 

7. Wait for Results: After submission, you’ll receive acceptance/rejection notifications. 

 

The application process for each country requires careful planning, so it's important to start 
early. 
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Prepare for the exams   
 

Preparing for mandatory exams like the GRE, TOEFL, or IELTS is crucial when applying for a 
Master's in STEM program. Here's a step-by-step guide on how to effectively prepare for these 
exams in the context of studying in the US, Canada, EU, Australia, and New Zealand: 

 

Graduate Record Examination (GRE) 
 

The GRE is required for many STEM programs, especially in the US, and sometimes in Canada 
and other countries. 

Preparation Steps: 

• Know the GRE Format: 

o The GRE consists of three sections: Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative 
Reasoning, and Analytical Writing. 

o The Quantitative Reasoning section is particularly important for STEM 
applicants. 

• Set a Study Schedule: 

o Create a study plan that covers all sections and allows for regular practice. 

o Aim for a study period of 2-3 months before your test date. 

• Focus on Key Areas: 

o Quantitative Reasoning: Practice math, especially algebra, geometry, and data 
interpretation. Use study guides and online resources like Khan Academy and 
Magoosh. 

o Verbal Reasoning: Improve your vocabulary, reading comprehension, and text 
analysis. Use apps like Quizlet to build your word bank. 

o Analytical Writing: Practice writing essays on a variety of topics, focusing on 
clarity, logic, and coherence. Utilize GRE prep books like The Official Guide to 
the GRE Revised General Test for practice prompts. 

• Take Practice Tests: 

o Simulate actual test conditions with full-length practice tests available 
through the ETS GRE website or prep services like Kaplan or Princeton Review. 

o Time yourself and focus on improving your weak points. 
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• Use GRE Prep Resources: 

o Online Prep Courses: Magoosh, Kaplan, and Princeton Review offer tailored 
GRE prep courses. 

o Books: Use books like Barron’s GRE or The Princeton Review GRE for 
comprehensive preparation. 

 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
 

The TOEFL is required for non-native English speakers in countries like the US, Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 

Preparation Steps: 

• Understand the TOEFL Format: 
The TOEFL has four sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. 

o Each section tests your ability to use and understand English in an academic 
setting. 

o The total test time is around 3.5 hours. 

• Study the Test Content: 

o Reading: Practice understanding complex academic texts. Use TOEFL prep 
books or read academic articles from The New York Times or Nature. 

o Listening: Improve listening skills by watching lectures, podcasts, or TED Talks 
in English. Focus on understanding the main ideas and supporting details. 

o Speaking: Record yourself speaking on various topics. Practice speaking with 
a native speaker or use apps like HelloTalk for conversation practice. 

o Writing: Practice writing essays that follow the TOEFL format. Get feedback 
from native speakers or online forums. 

• Take TOEFL Practice Tests: 

o Familiarize yourself with the TOEFL format by taking practice tests on the 
official ETS TOEFL website or through prep companies like Magoosh or Kaplan. 

o Simulate actual exam conditions to build confidence and improve time 
management. 

• Use TOEFL Prep Materials: 
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o Books: The official TOEFL iBT Prep Guide by ETS and Barron’s TOEFL iBT are 
comprehensive prep materials. 

o Online Courses: Magoosh and EdX offer courses with practice questions and 
mock exams. 

 

International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 
 

The IELTS is another English proficiency test required for non-native speakers in countries like 
the UK, Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. 

Preparation Steps: 

• Know the IELTS Format: 
Like TOEFL, IELTS tests Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. 

o There are two types of IELTS: Academic (for university admissions) and General 
Training (for work or migration). 

• Focus on Key Skills: 

o Listening: Practice listening to academic podcasts, interviews, and news 
reports in English. Use IELTS Listening practice tests from official sources or 
prep books. 

o Reading: Enhance reading skills by tackling academic articles, research papers, 
or university-level reading materials. 

o Writing: Practice writing academic essays with clear arguments and proper 
structure. Focus on writing Task 1 (describing graphs/tables) and Task 2 (essay 
writing). 

o Speaking: Practice speaking English with a native speaker or a tutor. Record 
yourself answering typical IELTS speaking questions to improve fluency. 

• Take IELTS Practice Tests: 

o Complete official practice tests to familiarize yourself with the test format. The 
British Council and IDP websites offer free practice tests and sample 
questions. 

o Use the IELTS practice books like Barron’s IELTS and Cambridge IELTS series 
to study effectively. 

• Focus on Time Management: 
Like the TOEFL, IELTS has time constraints, so practicing within these limits is essential. 
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Additional Tips for Exam Preparation 
 

Plan Ahead: 

• Start preparation at least 3-6 months before your exam date, especially for the GRE. 

• Create a study schedule and stick to it, giving priority to areas of weakness. 

• Practice under timed conditions to simulate the actual exam environment. 

Join a Study Group or Forum: 

• Join online forums like Reddit or The GradCafe to get insights from other students 
preparing for similar exams. 

• Consider joining online study groups or enrolling in test prep boot camps for 
structured preparation. 

Take Care of Your Health: 

• Ensure you get enough rest, nutrition, and exercise during the preparation period to stay 
focused and perform well. 

By using a combination of official prep materials, online courses, practice exams, and 
consistent study, you'll be well-equipped for success on these mandatory exams.  

 

  



20 
 

Scholarship 
 

There are numerous scholarships available for students pursuing a Master’s in STEM 
programs in countries like the US, Canada, EU, Australia, and New Zealand. Below is a list of 
notable scholarships by region that can help reduce the financial burden of your studies. 

 

United States 
 

a) Fulbright Program 

• Eligibility: International students (from specific countries) aiming to pursue a Master's 
degree in the U.S. 

• Benefits: Covers tuition, living expenses, airfare, and a stipend. 

• Website: Fulbright Program 

b) National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship 

• Eligibility: Open to U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents pursuing graduate 
degrees in STEM. 

• Benefits: Provides three years of financial support, including a stipend and tuition 
coverage. 

• Website: NSF GRFP 

c) The AAUW International Fellowships 

• Eligibility: Open to international women pursuing graduate studies in the U.S. 

• Benefits: Varies from $18,000 to $30,000. 

• Website: AAUW Fellowships 

d) The Stanford University Knight-Hennessy Scholars 

• Eligibility: Open to graduate students, including those pursuing STEM programs. 

• Benefits: Full funding for tuition, living stipend, and other academic costs. 

• Website: Knight-Hennessy Scholars 

 

 

https://knight-hennessy.stanford.edu/
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Canada 
 

a) Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships 

• Eligibility: International students applying for a Master's or Ph.D. in STEM fields. 

• Benefits: $50,000 per year for three years. 

• Website: Vanier Scholarships 

b) Canadian Graduate Scholarships – Master's Program (CGS-M) 

• Eligibility: Canadian citizens or permanent residents pursuing a Master's program in 
Canada. 

• Benefits: $17,500 for one year. 

• Website: CGS-M 

c) Ontario Graduate Scholarship (OGS) 

• Eligibility: Available for international students studying in Ontario, Canada. 

• Benefits: Up to $15,000 annually. 

• Website: OGS Scholarship 

d) Trudeau Foundation Scholarships 

• Eligibility: International students studying in Canada in the fields of social science, 
humanities, and STEM. 

• Benefits: Up to $60,000 per year. 

• Website: Trudeau Foundation 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

a) Erasmus Mundus Scholarships 

• Eligibility: International students applying for specific Erasmus Mundus Joint Master 
Degrees (EMJMDs). 

• Benefits: Full scholarships covering tuition, travel, subsistence, and insurance. 

• Website: Erasmus Mundus 

b) DAAD Scholarships (Germany) 

https://www.trudeaufoundation.ca/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities/erasmus-mundus-joint-master-degrees_en
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• Eligibility: International students applying for Master’s or PhD programs in Germany. 

• Benefits: Monthly stipends, travel allowances, and full tuition coverage. 

• Website: DAAD Scholarships 

c) The Swedish Institute Scholarships for Global Professionals 

• Eligibility: Non-EU/EEA students applying for Master's programs at Swedish 
universities. 

• Benefits: Full tuition fees, living expenses, and travel allowance. 

• Website: Swedish Institute Scholarships 

d) The Netherlands Fellowship Program (NFP) 

• Eligibility: Open to students from developing countries. 

• Benefits: Full tuition, living stipend, and other academic expenses. 

• Website: NFP Scholarships 

 

Australia 
 

a) Australia Awards Scholarships 

• Eligibility: Available to students from eligible countries in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
and the Pacific region. 

• Benefits: Full tuition, travel expenses, and living stipends. 

• Website: Australia Awards 

b) Endeavour Postgraduate Scholarship Awards 

• Eligibility: International students from around the world pursuing Master's programs in 
Australia. 

• Benefits: Covers tuition, travel, living allowances, and more. 

• Website: Endeavour Scholarships 

c) Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarships 

• Eligibility: For international students enrolling in a research-based Master’s degree in 
Australia. 

• Benefits: Tuition fees, health insurance, and living expenses. 

https://internationaleducation.gov.au/
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• Website: RTP Scholarships 

d) University-Specific Scholarships (e.g., University of Melbourne, ANU, UNSW) 

• Eligibility: Offered by specific universities for high-achieving international students. 

• Benefits: Varies from full to partial funding. 

• Website: Each university offers different funding options. 

 

New Zealand 
 

a) New Zealand Commonwealth Scholarships 

• Eligibility: Students from Commonwealth countries applying for a Master’s program in 
New Zealand. 

• Benefits: Full tuition fees, living stipend, and travel expenses. 

• Website: Commonwealth Scholarships 

b) New Zealand International Doctoral Research Scholarships 

• Eligibility: For international students pursuing PhD programs but sometimes available 
for Master's students with research components. 

• Benefits: Full tuition, living stipend, and travel allowances. 

• Website: NZ Doctoral Scholarships 

c) University of Auckland International Student Scholarships 

• Eligibility: International students applying for graduate programs at the University of 
Auckland. 

• Benefits: Up to $10,000 in tuition fee waivers. 

• Website: Auckland Scholarships 

d) New Zealand Development Scholarships 

• Eligibility: Available for students from developing countries (except the Pacific region) 
pursuing postgraduate studies in New Zealand. 

• Benefits: Full tuition fees, living stipend, and travel allowances. 

• Website: New Zealand Development Scholarships 

 

https://www.commonwealthscholarships.org/


24 
 

Tips for Applying for Scholarships: 
 

• Start Early: Scholarship deadlines can vary, and some may be as early as a year before 
the start of the program. 

• Tailor Your Application: Ensure your personal statement or research proposal is 
tailored to the scholarship's objectives. 

• Research Specific University Scholarships: Many universities offer their own 
scholarships to attract top international students. Check their respective websites. 

• Stay Organized: Keep track of deadlines, required documents, and eligibility criteria to 
ensure a smooth application process. 

By applying for these scholarships, you can significantly reduce the financial burden of studying 
abroad in STEM programs. 
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Setting up right budget   
 

The budget for pursuing a Master’s in STEM program varies significantly depending on the 
country, university, and lifestyle. Here's a breakdown of the estimated costs for tuition fees, 
living expenses, and other related costs in countries like the US, Canada, EU, Australia, and 
New Zealand: 

 

United States 
 

Tuition Fees: 

• Public Universities: $20,000 - $50,000 per year. 

• Private Universities: $30,000 - $70,000 per year. 

o Top universities (e.g., MIT, Stanford, Harvard): Can go up to $70,000+ per 
year. 

Living Expenses: 

• Urban Areas (e.g., New York, San Francisco): $15,000 - $25,000 per year (higher rent 
and living costs). 

• Smaller Cities or Rural Areas: $10,000 - $18,000 per year. 

Total Estimated Budget (for 1 year): 

• Public Universities: $35,000 - $75,000. 

• Private Universities: $45,000 - $95,000. 

 

Canada 
 

Tuition Fees: 

• Public Universities: $7,000 - $20,000 per year for international students. 

o Top universities (e.g., University of Toronto, University of British Columbia): 
$15,000 - $30,000 per year. 

Living Expenses: 

• Urban Areas (e.g., Toronto, Vancouver): $12,000 - $18,000 per year. 

• Smaller Cities: $10,000 - $15,000 per year. 
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Total Estimated Budget (for 1 year): 

• Public Universities: $19,000 - $50,000. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Tuition Fees: 

• Germany: 

o Public universities offer free education for international students, except for a 
semester fee (approximately €250-€350 per semester). 

• France: 

o Public Universities: €2,000 - €4,000 per year. 

o Private Universities: €10,000 - €20,000 per year. 

• Netherlands: 

o Public Universities: €8,000 - €20,000 per year for international students. 

• Sweden: 

o Public Universities: €10,000 - €15,000 per year. 

Living Expenses: 

• Germany: €8,000 - €12,000 per year. 

• France: €10,000 - €14,000 per year. 

• Netherlands: €10,000 - €15,000 per year. 

• Sweden: €12,000 - €18,000 per year. 

Total Estimated Budget (for 1 year): 

• Germany: €8,250 - €12,350. 

• France: €12,000 - €24,000. 

• Netherlands: €18,000 - €35,000. 

• Sweden: €22,000 - €33,000. 
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Australia 
 

Tuition Fees: 

• Public Universities: $20,000 - $45,000 AUD per year for international students. 

o Top universities (e.g., University of Melbourne, University of Sydney): 
$30,000 - $50,000 AUD per year. 

Living Expenses: 

• Urban Areas (e.g., Sydney, Melbourne): $15,000 - $25,000 AUD per year. 

• Smaller Cities: $10,000 - $18,000 AUD per year. 

Total Estimated Budget (for 1 year): 

• Public Universities: $35,000 - $75,000 AUD. 

 

New Zealand 
 

Tuition Fees: 

• Public Universities: $20,000 - $40,000 NZD per year for international students. 

o Top universities (e.g., University of Auckland, Victoria University of 
Wellington): $25,000 - $40,000 NZD per year. 

Living Expenses: 

• Urban Areas (e.g., Auckland, Wellington): $12,000 - $18,000 NZD per year. 

• Smaller Cities: $10,000 - $15,000 NZD per year. 

Total Estimated Budget (for 1 year): 

• Public Universities: $32,000 - $58,000 NZD. 
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Summary Comparison: 
 

Country Tuition Fees (per year) Living Expenses (per year) Total Estimated Budget 

United States $20,000 - $70,000+ $10,000 - $25,000 $35,000 - $95,000 

Canada $7,000 - $30,000 $10,000 - $18,000 $19,000 - $50,000 

European 
Union €0 - €20,000 €8,000 - €18,000 €8,250 - €35,000 

Australia $20,000 - $50,000 AUD $10,000 - $25,000 AUD $35,000 - $75,000 AUD 

New Zealand $20,000 - $40,000 NZD $10,000 - $18,000 NZD $32,000 - $58,000 NZD 

 

Additional Costs to Consider: 
1. Application Fees: Most universities charge an application fee, ranging from $50 - $150 

USD. 

2. Visa Fees: Visa application fees are usually around $100 - $500 depending on the 
country. 

3. Health Insurance: Many countries (like Australia and New Zealand) require health 
insurance, which can range from $300 - $1,000 per year. 

4. Books and Supplies: Approximately $500 - $1,500 per year. 

5. Travel: The cost of flights will vary greatly based on your home country and destination, 
typically $500 - $1,500 for international flights. 

Pro Tip: 
To make your budgeting easier, it's important to: 

• Look for scholarships, fellowships, and on-campus jobs that can offset some of the 
costs. 

• Consider smaller cities or universities with lower tuition if you're looking to save 
money. 

• Always account for unexpected expenses and emergencies by adding a buffer in your 
budget. 

This breakdown provides a rough estimate, but actual costs will vary depending on your 
personal situation, university choice, and lifestyle.  
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VISA and Immigration process 
 

The visa and immigration process for a Master’s in STEM program varies by country. Here's a 
detailed overview for US, Canada, EU, Australia, and New Zealand: 

 

United States 
 

Visa Type: F-1 Student Visa 

Process: 

1. Get Admission: 

o Obtain an acceptance letter from a SEVP-certified university. 

o Receive the I-20 Form (Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status) 
from the university. 

2. Pay the SEVIS Fee: 

o Pay the SEVIS I-901 fee ($350 USD). 

3. Complete the DS-160 Form: 

o Fill out the DS-160 form online and upload your photograph. 

o Pay the visa application fee (typically $160 USD). 

4. Schedule a Visa Interview: 

o Book an appointment at the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate. 

5. Attend the Visa Interview: 

o Bring the I-20 Form, passport, SEVIS fee receipt, DS-160 confirmation, 
academic documents, and proof of finances. 

o Be prepared to answer questions about your program, university, and future 
plans. 

6. Visa Decision: 

o The consular officer will inform you about the visa approval or denial. 

Key Documents: 

• I-20 Form 
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• DS-160 confirmation 

• Financial documents (bank statements, sponsorship letters) 

• Academic records (transcripts, test scores) 

• Passport (valid for at least six months beyond your stay) 

Processing Time: 

• Typically 2-3 weeks but may vary depending on the consulate. 

 

Canada 
 

Visa Type: Study Permit 

Process: 

1. Get Admission: 

o Secure admission to a Designated Learning Institution (DLI). 

o Obtain a letter of acceptance from the university. 

2. Submit Study Permit Application: 

o Apply online through the Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) website. 

o Pay the application fee (CAN $150). 

3. Provide Biometrics: 

o Visit a visa application center for fingerprints and photographs. 

4. Proof of Funds: 

o Show evidence of sufficient funds to cover tuition and living expenses (e.g., bank 
statements, GIC, or proof of sponsorship). 

5. Medical Exam and Police Clearance: 

o Some applicants may need a medical examination and a police clearance 
certificate. 

6. Visa Decision: 

o If approved, you’ll receive a Port of Entry (POE) Letter of Introduction. 

o You will also receive a visa sticker in your passport. 
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7. Travel to Canada: 

o Present your POE letter and other documents at immigration to receive your 
study permit. 

Key Documents: 

• Letter of acceptance from a DLI 

• Proof of funds (CAN $10,000 per year, excluding tuition) 

• Passport 

• Biometrics receipt 

• Police clearance (if applicable) 

• Medical exam results (if required) 

Processing Time: 

• 3-12 weeks, depending on your country of residence. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Visa Type: Varies by Country (e.g., Germany: National Visa Type D, France: Long-Stay Study 
Visa) 

Process: 

1. Get Admission: 

o Obtain an acceptance letter from a recognized university. 

2. Apply for a Student Visa: 

o Apply through the embassy or consulate of the respective country. 

o Pay the visa application fee (typically €50-€100). 

3. Proof of Funds: 

o Show financial means to cover tuition and living expenses. 

o Example: Germany requires proof of €11,208 in a blocked account. 

4. Health Insurance: 

o Obtain health insurance that meets the country’s requirements. 
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5. Attend Visa Appointment: 

o Provide your acceptance letter, passport, proof of funds, and academic 
documents. 

o Some countries may require biometric data. 

6. Travel to the EU: 

o Once approved, you’ll receive a visa that allows you to enter the country. 

7. Residence Permit: 

o After arriving, apply for a residence permit to stay for the duration of your 
program. 

Key Documents: 

• University acceptance letter 

• Proof of funds 

• Passport 

• Health insurance certificate 

• Academic records 

• Proof of accommodation (if required) 

Processing Time: 

• 2-12 weeks, depending on the country. 

 

Australia 
 

Visa Type: Subclass 500 (Student Visa) 

Process: 

1. Get Admission: 

o Secure an offer from an Australian university and receive a Confirmation of 
Enrolment (CoE). 

2. Create an ImmiAccount: 

o Register and complete the online application via the Australian Immigration 
website. 
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3. Pay Visa Fee: 

o Visa application fee is approximately $650 AUD. 

4. Provide Biometrics and Health Check: 

o Undergo medical examinations at an authorized clinic and submit biometric 
data. 

5. Proof of Financial Capacity: 

o Show evidence of funds to cover tuition and living expenses (minimum $21,041 
AUD/year). 

6. Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE) Statement: 

o Write a statement explaining your intentions to study and return to your home 
country. 

7. Visa Decision: 

o Wait for the visa decision, which will be sent to your ImmiAccount. 

Key Documents: 

• CoE from an Australian university 

• Financial documents 

• GTE statement 

• Passport 

• Health insurance (Overseas Student Health Cover, or OSHC) 

• Academic records 

Processing Time: 

• 4-12 weeks. 
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New Zealand 
 

Visa Type: Student Visa 

Process: 

1. Get Admission: 

o Obtain an acceptance letter from a New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
(NZQA)-approved institution. 

2. Apply for a Visa: 

o Submit the application online via Immigration New Zealand (INZ). 

o Pay the visa fee (approximately $530 NZD). 

3. Proof of Funds: 

o Show evidence of funds to cover living costs (at least $20,000 NZD per year). 

4. Medical and Police Clearance: 

o Submit a medical certificate and police clearance (if required). 

5. Health Insurance: 

o Obtain approved health insurance coverage for the duration of your stay. 

6. Visa Approval: 

o If approved, receive a visa allowing you to study in New Zealand. 

Key Documents: 

• University acceptance letter 

• Proof of funds 

• Passport 

• Health and travel insurance 

• Medical and police clearance (if applicable) 

Processing Time: 

• 4-8 weeks. 
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Comparison of Key Aspects 
 

Country Visa Application Fee Proof of Funds Processing Time 

US $160 USD ~ $20,000-$30,000 (1 year expenses) 2-3 weeks 

Canada $150 CAD ~ $10,000 CAD (living) + tuition 3-12 weeks 

EU €50-€100 Varies (€8,000-€11,208 for Germany) 2-12 weeks 

Australia $650 AUD ~ $21,041 AUD (living expenses) 4-12 weeks 

New Zealand $530 NZD ~ $20,000 NZD (living expenses) 4-8 weeks 

 

Pro Tips: 
1. Apply Early: Start the visa application process at least 3-6 months before your intended 

program start date. 

2. Double-Check Requirements: Visa requirements vary by country and individual 
circumstances, so consult official government websites. 

3. Prepare for Interviews: Practice answering common visa interview questions 
confidently. 

4. Maintain Health Insurance: It’s mandatory in most countries and ensures a smooth 
application process. 

5. Proof of Intentions: Clearly demonstrate your intent to study and return to your home 
country post-graduation (if required). 
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Part-time jobs availability  
 

Working part-time while pursuing a Master’s in STEM is a common way for international 
students to offset living expenses. However, the rules and opportunities vary depending on the 
country. Here's an overview: 

 

United States 
 

Possibility to Work: 

• On-Campus Jobs: 

o Allowed up to 20 hours per week during academic sessions and 40 hours per 
week during breaks (e.g., summer). 

o Jobs include research assistantships, teaching assistantships, library work, or 
roles in student centers. 

• Off-Campus Jobs: 

o Restricted during the first year unless approved under specific programs: 

▪ Curricular Practical Training (CPT): Must be related to your field of 
study and approved by your university. 

▪ Optional Practical Training (OPT): Allows part-time work while studying 
or full-time work after graduation for up to 12 months (24 months for 
STEM). 

Key Rules: 

• Part-time work must comply with F-1 visa regulations. 

• Unauthorized off-campus employment can lead to visa violations. 

Average Earnings: 

• $8 - $15 per hour for on-campus jobs. 

 

Canada 
 

Possibility to Work: 

• On-Campus Jobs: 
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o Unlimited hours, as long as you’re enrolled as a full-time student. 

• Off-Campus Jobs: 

o Allowed up to 20 hours per week during academic sessions and full-time 
during breaks. 

o Eligible if your study permit includes a work condition. 

Key Rules: 

• No additional work permit is required for off-campus work if you're enrolled in a 
Designated Learning Institution (DLI). 

• Ensure compliance with work-hour limits to avoid visa violations. 

Average Earnings: 

• CAD $12 - $20 per hour, depending on the province. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Possibility to Work: 

• Germany: 

o Students can work 120 full days or 240 half-days per year. 

o Research assistantships are exempt from these limits. 

• France: 

o Students can work up to 964 hours per year (~20 hours per week). 

• Netherlands: 

o Students can work 16 hours per week during academic sessions or full-time in 
summer. 

• Sweden: 

o No specific restrictions, but work should not interfere with your studies. 

Key Rules: 

• Most EU countries require a residence permit with work rights. 

• Proof of financial stability (apart from income from part-time jobs) may still be 
necessary. 
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Average Earnings: 

• €8 - €15 per hour, depending on the country. 

 

Australia 
 

Possibility to Work: 

• Allowed up to 48 hours per fortnight (previously 40 hours) during academic sessions. 

• Unlimited hours during semester breaks. 

Common Jobs: 

• Retail, hospitality, tutoring, or research assistant positions at the university. 

Key Rules: 

• Your Student Visa (Subclass 500) must include work rights. 

• Ensure your work does not affect academic performance. 

Average Earnings: 

• AUD $15 - $25 per hour, depending on the job and location. 

 

New Zealand 
 

Possibility to Work: 

• Allowed up to 20 hours per week during academic sessions. 

• Full-time work is permitted during scheduled breaks. 

Common Jobs: 

• Retail, hospitality, or university-related roles like research assistantships. 

Key Rules: 

• Work rights are typically included with a student visa if you're enrolled in a program of 2+ 
years or if your program leads to a recognized qualification. 

Average Earnings: 

• NZD $18 - $25 per hour. 
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Summary of Work Rules and Opportunities 
 

Country 
Max Work Hours (During 
Term) 

Full-Time During 
Breaks? 

Typical Hourly 
Wage 

United 
States 

20 hours (on-campus only) Yes $8 - $15 

Canada 20 hours (on/off-campus) Yes CAD $12 - $20 

EU 
(Germany) 

120 full days/year Yes €8 - €15 

Australia 48 hours per fortnight Yes AUD $15 - $25 

New Zealand 20 hours Yes NZD $18 - $25 

 

Pro Tips for Managing Part-Time Work with Studies: 
 

1. Prioritize Academics: Ensure part-time work doesn’t interfere with your coursework or 
research. 

2. Seek University Jobs: On-campus roles like research or teaching assistantships are 
often more flexible and pay better. 

3. Plan for Breaks: Utilize university breaks to work full-time and save for expenses. 

4. Understand Tax Rules: In most countries, you’ll need a tax file number (e.g., SSN in the 
US, SIN in Canada) and must file taxes for your earnings. 

5. Check Work Rights: Always verify the work rights stated on your visa or permit to avoid 
legal complications. 

Part-time work is an excellent way to gain local experience and ease financial burdens, but 
compliance with visa regulations is essential. 
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Accommodation options 
 

When pursuing a Master's in STEM in the US, Canada, EU, Australia, or New Zealand, 
accommodation options generally fall into three categories: on-campus housing, off-campus 
housing, and homestays. Here's an overview by country: 

 

United States 
 

Accommodation Options: 

1. On-Campus Housing: 

o University-managed dormitories or graduate apartments. 

o Benefits: Proximity to campus, utilities included, social networking. 

o Cost: $500–$1,500 per month depending on the location and amenities. 

2. Off-Campus Housing: 

o Shared apartments or independent rentals. 

o Popular platforms: Zillow, Craigslist, and local Facebook groups. 

o Cost: $700–$2,500 per month depending on city and state. 

3. Homestays: 

o Live with a host family for a more immersive cultural experience. 

o Cost: $800–$1,200 per month, often including meals. 

4. Other Options: 

o Co-living spaces (e.g., PodShare, WeLive) for short-term stays. 

o Cost: $1,000–$2,000 per month. 

 

Canada 
 

Accommodation Options: 

1. On-Campus Housing: 
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o Dormitories and graduate residences often available for first-year international 
students. 

o Benefits: Fully furnished, utilities included, community activities. 

o Cost: CAD $600–$1,500 per month. 

2. Off-Campus Housing: 

o Rent apartments or shared accommodations near the university. 

o Popular platforms: Kijiji, Rentfaster, and local student groups. 

o Cost: CAD $500–$2,000 per month depending on city (e.g., Toronto is more 
expensive than Halifax). 

3. Homestays: 

o Live with a Canadian family, offering meals and a supportive environment. 

o Cost: CAD $800–$1,200 per month. 

4. Other Options: 

o Co-op housing through student organizations. 

o Short-term rentals via Airbnb or student hostels. 

 

European Union (EU) 
 

Accommodation Options: 

1. On-Campus Housing: 

o Limited and often reserved for international students in the first year. 

o Managed by universities or student unions. 

o Cost: €200–€600 per month depending on the country (e.g., Germany is cheaper 
than France). 

2. Off-Campus Housing: 

o Shared flats (WG in Germany, colocation in France) are common. 

o Popular platforms: Spotahome, HousingAnywhere, and local university bulletin 
boards. 

o Cost: €300–€1,200 per month depending on the city. 
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3. Homestays: 

o Less common in the EU but available in countries like France or Italy. 

o Cost: €400–€800 per month. 

4. Other Options: 

o Government-subsidized housing (e.g., Studierendenwerk in Germany). 

o Short-term rentals via platforms like Uniplaces or Airbnb. 

 

Australia 
 

Accommodation Options: 

1. On-Campus Housing: 

o University-managed halls or apartments, often located near the campus. 

o Benefits: All-inclusive rent, access to campus facilities. 

o Cost: AUD $150–$400 per week. 

2. Off-Campus Housing: 

o Shared houses or apartments are the most popular choice. 

o Popular platforms: Flatmates, Gumtree, or university housing portals. 

o Cost: AUD $100–$300 per week depending on the city (e.g., Sydney and 
Melbourne are more expensive). 

3. Homestays: 

o Live with an Australian family, often including meals and utilities. 

o Cost: AUD $250–$350 per week. 

4. Other Options: 

o Purpose-built student accommodations (PBSA) like Urbanest or Scape. 

o Cost: AUD $200–$500 per week. 
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New Zealand 
 

Accommodation Options: 

1. On-Campus Housing: 

o University halls of residence or self-catered apartments. 

o Benefits: Community environment, close to campus. 

o Cost: NZD $200–$400 per week. 

2. Off-Campus Housing: 

o Renting flats or sharing apartments with other students. 

o Popular platforms: Trade Me Property, Flatmates NZ, and university housing 
services. 

o Cost: NZD $150–$300 per week. 

3. Homestays: 

o Stay with a Kiwi family, offering a supportive and immersive experience. 

o Cost: NZD $250–$350 per week, including meals. 

4. Other Options: 

o Short-term accommodations via hostels or Airbnb while searching for long-term 
housing. 

 

Comparison of Costs 

Country 
On-Campus Cost (Per 
Month) 

Off-Campus Cost (Per 
Month) 

Homestay Cost (Per 
Month) 

United 
States 

$500–$1,500 $700–$2,500 $800–$1,200 

Canada CAD $600–$1,500 CAD $500–$2,000 CAD $800–$1,200 

EU €200–€600 €300–€1,200 €400–€800 

Australia AUD $600–$1,600 AUD $400–$1,200 AUD $1,000–$1,400 
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Country 
On-Campus Cost (Per 
Month) 

Off-Campus Cost (Per 
Month) 

Homestay Cost (Per 
Month) 

New 
Zealand 

NZD $800–$1,600 NZD $600–$1,200 NZD $1,000–$1,400 

 

Pro Tips for Finding Accommodation: 
1. Apply Early: On-campus housing often fills up quickly. Apply as soon as you receive 

your university acceptance. 

2. Budget Wisely: Factor in hidden costs like utilities, internet, and transportation for off-
campus options. 

3. Join Student Networks: Many universities have Facebook groups or forums where 
students share housing leads. 

4. Research the Area: Look for housing near public transport and amenities like grocery 
stores. 

5. Short-Term Options First: Book temporary housing for 1–2 weeks while you explore 
permanent options. 

6. Verify Listings: Beware of scams when searching for off-campus housing online. 
Always verify before making payments. 

By planning carefully, you can secure accommodation that suits your budget and lifestyle while 
studying abroad. 
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Conclusion 
Studying abroad is a life-changing journey filled with opportunities to grow academically, 
professionally, and personally. By carefully planning every step—from selecting the right 
program and country to managing your budget, visa processes, and accommodation—you can 
set yourself up for success. Whether you dream of advancing in STEM fields or exploring new 
cultures, this guide equips you with the essential tools and insights to navigate the complexities 
of studying abroad confidently. 

Remember, the effort you invest today will open doors to a global future filled with limitless 
possibilities. Take the leap, embrace the adventure, and turn your aspirations into 
achievements! 

 


