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Allow me to begin by sharing a quote from the esteemed Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, a prominent 
figure known for his presidency in India and his role as the "Missile Man." He articulated, 
"Teaching is a profoundly noble vocation that molds an individual's character, prowess, and 
prospects. If I am recalled as a commendable teacher, that would be the ultimate tribute."

Dr. Kalam, celebrated for his scientific contributions and leadership as India's President, held 
the distinction of being a brilliant scientist. While he could have desired remembrance for his 
scientific prowess or presidential achievements, he opted to be remembered as a teacher. This 
preference underscores the profound reverence accorded to educators within our society, as 
they shape the foundation of our future and the ethical framework of burgeoning intellects.

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam’s quote, "Teaching is a very noble profession that shapes the character, 
caliber, and future of an individual. If the people remember me as a good teacher, that will be the 
biggest honor for me," resonates deeply with his values and dedication to education. Let's 
explore the profound meaning behind this quote:

1. Noble Profession of Teaching:

Dr. Kalam's choice of words emphasizes the nobility of the teaching profession. By calling it 
"noble," he underscores the moral and ethical significance of shaping young minds. Teachers play 
a pivotal role in imparting knowledge, values, and life skills that guide students toward becoming 
responsible and compassionate individuals.

2. Shaping Character and Caliber:

Dr. Kalam recognized that teaching goes beyond conveying academic content. Effective educators 
influence the character and caliber of their students. Character encompasses values, ethics, and 
moral principles that guide individuals in their interactions with others and their decisions. 
Caliber refers to one's abilities, potential, and competence. A dedicated teacher instills both 
strong character and a sense of purpose, helping students realize their full potential.



3. Nurturing the Future:

The phrase "shapes the future of an individual" highlights the long-term impact of teaching. 
Educators not only impart subject knowledge but also provide guidance and mentorship that 
prepare students for their roles as responsible citizens and contributors to society. Teachers 
have the power to inspire students to pursue meaningful careers and make positive changes in 
the world.

4. Aspiration for Honor:

Dr. Kalam humbly expressed his desire to be remembered as a good teacher. This aspiration 
demonstrates his commitment to his students' growth and development. Rather than seeking 
personal recognition or accolades, he aimed for a legacy built on the positive impact he had on his 
students' lives.

5. Teaching as the Ultimate Honor:

The statement "the biggest honor for me" showcases Dr. Kalam's deep humility and selflessness. 
He believed that the true measure of his success lay in the positive influence he had on his 
students. For him, being remembered as a good teacher surpassed any other recognition, titles, 
or accomplishments.

In essence, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's quote encapsulates his profound understanding of education 
as a transformative force. He believed that teachers hold the key to shaping the character, 
potential, and future of individuals and, by extension, society as a whole. His dedication to the 
teaching profession and his unyielding commitment to nurturing young minds continue to inspire 
educators and learners worldwide.


